
A COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT

In Washington, DC, the Early Development Instrument (EDI) uncovers the proportion of our 4-year- 
old children who are considered vulnerable in any of the measured human development domains. 
The EDI returns useful data generated by DC’s pre-K 4 teachers to other DC educators. Since the 
EDI maps child development outcomes back to the neighborhoods where children live, it gives us 
a powerful look at the ways in which community conditions matter for children and families.  

Students can engage with DC’s EDI results to explore the healthy development of all of our young 
children, regardless of neighborhood. Health educators are well-positioned to use the EDI to help 
inform your own classroom needs – and empower students to seek their own solutions.  

HOW IS THE EDI HELPFUL FOR DC HEALTH EDUCATORS?

 HOW CAN YOU USE THE EDI AS A HEALTH EDUCATOR?

The Early Development Instrument is an internationally recognized tool that provides a holistic, citywide 
snapshot of young children’s health, development, and school readiness in five key areas, or domains:  
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As health educators in the city, we have powerful Districtwide data on communities we can 
harness to empower students to create a healthier and more vibrant DC for children and families.

The EDI gives a clear look at child developmental outcomes at the community level – including health- 
focused domains such as physical health and well-being, emotional maturity, and social competence. 

You can explore the outcomes to inform your own curriculum and data decisions, as well as sharing the 
EDI results with students for exploration and interrogation. You can view physical health and well-being, 
emotional maturity, and social competence outcomes in the District-level snapshot of our children’s 
outcomes. 

Integrate into your curriculum: The EDI can fuel conversations across health and education, 
schools, and communities. If you are planning a unit to help students use data, discuss mental 
health, or plan how they can make changes in their community, the EDI can be an anchor.  



Head to the resource-filled website at RaisedDC.org/OurChildren to explore the EDI results, 
understand the collection process, and discover a suite of resources to help you harness this powerful 
tool for your own context! Email us ourchildren@raisedc.org if you have additional ideas or questions.
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HOW CAN YOU GENERATE YOUR OWN IDEAS?

 HOW CAN YOU USE THE EDI AS A HEALTH EDUCATOR? (Cont.)

ADDITIONAL USES:

Educate yourself: The EDI provides a window into the importance of children’s development and 
community conditions by neighborhood cluster and ward. What affirms your knowledge? What 
presents new questions? Does it spark a new idea? 
Explore human development: How do children and youth develop holistically? The EDI domains are 
one example of ways to show how children and youth develop. Explore the domains and their 
subdomains at RaiseDC.org/OurChildren/act under Additional Resources.  

WITH YOUR STUDENTS:

Present as a trusted data source for students: The website at RaiseDC.org/OurChildren has data 
in ready-to-use presentation decks, including maps by neighborhood cluster and wards and helpful 
technical details. 
Empower students to explore the data: As you help students identify data, investigate the quality of 
sources, and explore how to use the data in their work, the EDI is a great resource to share. The Our 
Children, Our Community, Our Change website has results, methodology details, and additional 
outcomes by subdomain that students can explore independently. 
Use data to tell the story: The EDI is one valid and reliable source of data, but it can and should be 
in conversation with your students’ own experiences and observations about their communities’ 
conditions.  
Spark action: The EDI results are shared with the District community to spark action. What changes 
do your students propose based on their analysis? What solutions will they generate? What will they 
advocate for? Encourage them to share as a part of the Our Children, Our Community, Our Change 
movement across the city by emailing us at ourchildren@raisedc.org.  

http://www.raisedc.org/ourchildren

